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To meet this great demand at home and from abroad, the
artisans of a number of towns, and principally those of
Constantinople, Salonica, Thebes, Corinth, and Patras, were
obliged to manufacture incessantly the articles, which are
still the admiration of connoisseurs—the magnificent silk
fabrics, the heavy gold brocades and fine cloths, the wonder-
ful products of the goldsmith's art (jewellery, enamelled
cloisonne plates, reliquaries, and other objects of religious
devotion, bronzes, &c.), elegant glass-ware, ivories—in
brief, to quote Diehl,1 'everything that was known to the
Middle Ages in the way of precious and refined luxury'.
the organization of industry
Thanks to the publication by J. Nicole of the Edict on the
Guilds of Constantinople^ more generally known under the
name of the 'Prefect's Book' (eparchikon biblion\ one can
form an approximate idea of the organization of Byzantine
industry and petty trade.2
The guild system was in full force. Every branch of
industry formed a corporation and some of the corporations
(such as those concerned with the silk industry) were sub-
divided into several guilds. Each guild enjoyed a real mono-
poly but, on the other hand, was subject to a rigorous control
by the State, which fixed the profits, the conditions of
admission of new members, the restrictions upon the exporta-
tion of goods, and a number of other points, including (in
certain cases) even the localities where booths and workshops
could be established. The prefect of Constantinople also
exercised a close surveillance over the members of corpora-
tions and had the right to inspect their workshops.
This order of things, combining economic monopoly and
State intervention, shocked the learned scholar who dis-
covered and published the Edict. Had Professor Nicole
been an economist living in our day, he would have been
much less surprised.3 He called Byzantium 'the paradise of
luxury of the banquet-table see the exhaustive article by Prof. Phaedon Koukoules,
'Encrypts Bv^avriv&v -SWovScSv, vol. X (1933), pp. 97-160.
1	Byzance. Grandeur et Decadence (Paris, Flammarion, 1919), p. 95.
2	For studies on the Book of the Prefect, see p. 397 infra.
3	For what follows see rny article: 'Byzance, paradis du monopole et du privilege',
Byzantion, vol. ix (1934), pp. 171-81.

